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any bishop to whose appointment Queen Victoria had down to
that time consented; and at the end of 1888 a protestant body, the
Church Association, arraigned him for illegal practices in divine
worship before the archbishop of Canterbury. There were no
clear precedents for the authority of the archiepiscopal court to
deal with such a case; and though the trial began in February
1889,	the hearing did not take place till almost exactly a year
later. The archbishop. Dr. E. W. Benson, sat supported by five
notable bishops—Dr. Temple of London, who was to succeed
him at Canterbury; Dr. Stubbs-of Oxford, the celebrated his-
torian; Dr. Thorold of Rochester, saintliest of Low Churchmen;
Dr. Wordsworth of Salisbury, the learned editor of the Vulgate;
and Dr. Atlay of Hereford. The practices objected to were seven;
and, as the incriminated bishop admitted the acts, the only
question was whether they were legal. The archbishop delivered
judgement in November, finding for the defendant on five points,
against him on two, and ordered that each party should pay its
costs.  The Church Association appealed to the privy council;
but in August 1892 the appeal was dismissed.
These decisions were substantially a great victory for the
ritualists. Their opponents had fought on ill-chosen ground;
for to put a bishop on trial scandalized moderate opinion, and
the more so because King bore a saintly character. Prosecutions
became thenceforth less the order of the day; and ritualism,
hitherto more or less confined to town churches, whose people
could go elsewhere if they did not like it, extended its sway to
places where this was not the case. Still an innovation of purely
clerical origin, unpopular with most of the church-going laity,1
it tended on the whole to disunite and dimmish congregations.
The outcome of all these changes taken together was a rapid
decrease in the amount of time and thought which it was
customary for laymen to bestow on religion. After Lord Selborne
there were no more lord chancellors who spent their Sunday
leisure in teaching Sunday schools. Family prayers as an aristo-
cratic habit began to drop out; and though in the nineties it
still largely continued in upper-class or middle-class households
whose heads had started it long before, you seldom found young
1 Gp. Lord Salisbury: *the High Church being backed generally by a majority
of the clergy, and the Low Church by a majority of the laity* (letter of 26 January
1890,	in Queen Victoria's Letters, m. i 558). Though himself a high churchman he
thought Dr. King went too far.

